The process for developing an online unit

Use the questions below to guide your thinking about how you will develop your online unit.

1. Begin your course design with the
unit Learning Outcomes:

e What are the intended learning
outcomes of the course?

¢ Define the desired knowledge, skills
and attitudes/disposition a student
should demonstrate by the end of

your unit.

2. Assessment Tasks

* What are the summative tasks that will assess the
students learning?

* What formative tasks will help students assess their
progress against LO's

E3 Unit Structure

‘e What delivery structure best
i supports students learning of the
content -

* weekly/modular,

e instructor directed,

e student self-paced,

e multimedia instruction

Content Type :
What content best supports the
learning outcomes?
e Lectures,
* podcasts,
¢ readings,

E5 Communication

‘e How should students communicate in ways
i that will support the learning helping them

to construct their knowledge and engage
with the content?

¢ Only with the lectuer
e work with their peers?
e Work in groups?

e Discussion boards?

® a combination?

6. Set up unit in Moodle. For each
‘week/module identify:

essment of learning
ormative/summative)
ontent

instructional strategies
‘e Communication

7. Completed Unit

* Review your unit - as you receive the completed
student assesment tasks, evaluate whether the
intended learning outcomes were met. If not go
through this process again.

Diagram 1: The process for developing an online unit using backward design and constructive alignment

principles
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The process described above has been developed using a backward design approach (Wiggins & McTighe,
2005) and is based on the theory of Constructive Alignment (Biggs & Tang, 2007). The starting place for unit
design is on what and how the student is to learn, rather than on what the teacher is to teach.

Backward design is the process of defining the intended learning outcomes of a unit, that is, the desired
knowledge, skills, and attitudes/dispositions that students should develop/gain whilst engaging with the
unit material, and then building the unit’s content, instructional strategies and achievement tasks in ways
that help the student achieve these learning outcomes (Fox & Doherty, 2012).

Constructive alignment is based on two constructs, constructivism — students using their own activity to
construct their knowledge or other outcomes, and alignment in the design of teaching and learning
activities and assessment tasks to meet the intended learning outcomes.
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